get acquainted with  other people as  well.  To  do so
adds interests and good adventures to your life.
2. How to work and play happily with others. Did you
ever hear of an "infectious smile'? Perhaps a smile is
the most catching thing in the world. When pleasant
words or acts go with a smile, happiness spreads out in
all directions just as the round waves spread out from
a stone tossed into a lake. How fast and how far these
waves spread you may never know. Surely you can re-
member a day when you felt rather "low." Then some-
body stopped you to praise something you had done
/well. You felt warm inside. Soon you said something
nice to another person you met, perhaps a boy or giiJ^
who had just started going to your school. You playeoF
games with him after school, heard about his other school
and his friends. At dinner you were happy and full of
news and plans. Your whole family was interested and
happy also. Next day you went to school feeling well
pleased with your world. Probably you had forgotten
about the friendly words that started all this.
You can make a. game of getting along with other
people. The game might have such rules as: pass on any
happiness that is given you just as you would pass a ball;
every time you are hurt or annoyed, say something nice
to the next person you are with. That is the best way
to stop the spread of meanness "germs." You know very
well how fast they can be spread.
Dick stopped the spread of meanness "germs" when a
boy called him a coward because he would not walk
home aeross the railroad bridge. Although Dick felt
angry, he said nothing. When he met another boy, he
said, "I wish I could bat the way you do." That bit of
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